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Course description: 

This foundational doctoral course provides advanced academic study and writing processes for analyzing and evaluating current research articles, literature reviews, and dissertations. Emphasis will be placed on APA style guidelines and university publication requirements. Students will develop a perspective as scholarly practitioners, focusing within their specific discipline and program. Providing students the information and skills to navigate and successfully complete their doctoral programs and dissertations is the primary goal of this course. 

Course Pre-requisites:  None

Required Textbooks: 

Argosy University.  (2008). Guide to the dissertation process.  

Cone, J.D. & Foster, S. L. (2006).  Dissertations and theses from start to finish (2nd ed.).  
Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association (APA).  ISBN:  
1591473624. 

Pan, M.L. (2008).  Preparing literature reviews (3rd ed.).  Glendale, CA: Pyrczak 
Publishing.  ISBN:  1884585760.

American Psychological Association (2001). Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association (5th ed.) Washington, DC: Author. ISBN: 1557987912
RECOMMENDED REFERENCES

THE DISSERTATION PROCESS

Babbie, E. R.  (2001). The basics of social research.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth  Publishing.  ISBN: 0-534-51904-0

Bryant, T. (2004). The portable dissertation advisor.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press. ISBN: 0-7619-4696-9

Butler, F.P. (1999) Business research sources: A reference navigator.  New York: Irwin/McGraw-Hill. ISBN: 0-256-23003-X

Galvan, J.L. (1999). Writing literature reviews. Los Angeles, CA: Pyrczak Publishing. ISBN: 1-884585-18-3

Girden, E.R. (2001). Evaluating research articles (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. ISBN: 0-7619-2214-8

Locke, L. F., Spirduso, W.W. & Silverman, S.J. (2007). Proposals that work: A guide for planning dissertations and grant proposals (5th ed.). Newberry Park, CA: Sage Publications.  ISBN:  1-412-92423-5
Nicol, A.A.M. & Pexman, P. M. (1999).  Presenting your findings: A practical guide for creating tables. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. ISBN: 1-55798-593-6

Nicol, A. & Pexman, P. M. (2003).  Displaying your findings: A practical guide for creating figures, posters, and presentations. Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.  ISBN: 1-55798-978-8

REFLECTIVE WRITING RESOURCES

Cameron, J. (2007).  The complete artist’s way.  NY: Tarcher/Penguin.  ISBN:  158542630X.

Langer, A.M. (2002).  Reflecting on practice:  Using learning journals in higher and continuing education.  Teaching in Higher Education, 7(3), 3307-351.
Progoff, I.  (1992)  At a journal workshop: Writing to access the power of the unconscious and evoke creative ability (Rev. Ed.)  NY:  Tarcher. ISBN: 0874776384.

WRITING TEXTBOOKS and OTHER RESOURCES
E-Journals, Organizations, and Resources on the Web

AERA SIG Communication of Research (Open Access Journals in the Field of Education)
http://aera-cr.asu.edu/links.html
SpringerLink
http://www.springerlink.com/home/main.mpx
Webliography

Evaluating Internet Sources

http://www.virtualsalt.com/evalu8it.htm
Publication Guides
http://www.aresearchguide.com/
US Federal Government and links to State and Local

www.firstgov.gov
Government Printing Office Access

http://www.gpoaccess.gov/index.html
The Grantsmanship Center

http://www.tgci.com/
National Council of University Research Administrators

http://www.ncura.edu/
Proposal Writing and Research Development

http://www.umass.edu/research/ogca/proceds/dev.htm
Online multiple-language dictionaries 

http://www.alphadictionary.com/index.shtml
The New Teacher's Guide to the U.S. Department of Education

http://www.ed.gov/pubs/TeachersGuide
ERIC

www.eric.ed.gov
Practical Teaching Ideas

www.ncte.org/teach
Education Resources

www.educationindex.com/educator_resources.html
Endnote 8 for Students Only  [Endnote 7.0 for Mac] Software to create reference databases, create and format in-text citations and reference lists.  http://www.endnote.com/
Course length:  7.5 

Contact Hours: 45 Hours

Credit Value: 3.0

University Communication Outcome:

Students as scholar-practitioners develop skills in communication and informational literacy by:

1. Presenting oral or written information that is clear, concise, organized, and well supported in a professional manner using media and technology appropriate to the disciplinary context and audience.

2. Exhibiting interpersonal communication skills in gauging organizational climate, assessing perception, and facilitating systemic processes to promote a positive culture.

3. Engaging in multiple literacies (multimedia, computer, cultural) to promote critical thinking and support improved achievement
COURSE OBJECTIVES
By the end of the course, students will be able to:
1. Develop a perspective as a scholarly practitioner through reading, writing, and reflection 

2. Understand the stages of the dissertation process at Argosy University

3. Apply research skills to access scholarly information resources
4. Evaluate information from scholarly sources to assess their quality and credibility (reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, point of view, and bias)
5. Analyze and synthesize scholarly literature in critiquing different research articles
6.  Apply  advanced  academic writing skills and APA style to develop a literature review based on the chosen research question
7. Utilize appropriate citation and referencing skills associated with dissertation and scholarly writing to avoid plagiarism.

8. Incorporate academic writing skills into multimedia presentations.
9. Develop a dissertation plan incorporating research question(s) and literature review
NOTE: Additional course objectives may be added based on program requirements.

Assignment Table

	
	Topics
	Reading

Assignments
	Formative Assignment/Assessment

	1
	· Overview of Academic Writing

· Strategies for Becoming a Successful Scholarly Practitioner

· Introduction of Research Questions/Problems

· Identifying Academic/Scholarly Journal Articles

· Critiquing Journal Articles
· paraphrasing, 
· summarizing, 
· analyzing
	· APA: Intro, Ch. 1, Appendix A

· Cone & Foster: Ch. 1

· Pan:  Ch. 1-2

	

	2
	· Information Literacy

· On-line data bases and searches

· Identifying a research topic

· Overview of APA and  References

· Common errors in grammar and punctuation

· Critiquing Journal Articles, continued
	· APA: Ch. 2, 4
· Cone & Foster: Ch. 2-4   
· Pan:  Ch. 3-6, 14
	

	3
	· Argosy University’s dissertation process
· APA Review: Style, Citations (In-text), 
· Avoiding plagiarism
· Critiquing Journal Articles, continued

· Identifying scholarly resources and activities, i.e. 
· professional associations,

· specific academic journals, 

· seminal authors, 

· making professional presentations, 

· submitting articles for publication


	· Argosy University (2008) Guide to dissertation.  Read all.
· APA:  Ch. 3

· Cone & Foster: Ch. 5, 13 (pp. 289-293)
· Pan:  Model Reviews 1-3

	

	4
	· Ethics in Research and the IRB process at Argosy University
· Establishing and working with a dissertation committee
· Role of the Chair

· Role of the Committee Members

· Planning the Literature Review 
· Organization strategies
· Introduction, Body, Summary
· Headings
· References
· Editing


	· APA: Ch. 5, Appendix C

· Cone and Foster:  Ch. 6- 7, 10- 12
· Pan:  Ch. 7-13

	

	5
	· Fine-tuning Research Questions/Topics

· Providing Feedback, Peer Review

· Academic Writing, Additional Review


	Pan:  Model Reviews 4-6
	

	6
	· Revising the Literature Review

· Additional Strategies for becoming a successful scholar-practitioner

· Continued discussion on being part of a scholarly discipline
	
	

	7
	· Reflection on the creation and process of a Review of the Literature

· Preparation for Presentation of Research Question/Topic and Review of Literature

· Consideration of Audience

· Creating an Effective Presentation based upon a Written Paper

· PowerPoint vs. Handouts
	· Cone & Foster:  Chp. 13 (pp. 294-311)
	

	8
	· Presentation of Research Question and Review of Literature

· Reflection on Being a Scholarly Practitioner and Successful Doctoral Student
	· Cone & Foster:  Ch. 14
	


Grading Criteria


Grading Scale

















Grading requirements

	A
	100 – 93

	A-
	92 – 90

	B+
	89 – 88

	B
	87 – 83

	B-
	82 – 80

	C+
	79 – 78

	C
	77 - 73

	C-
	72 – 70

	F
	69 and below


	Attendance/participation
	

	Class Assignments
	

	Final Paper
	

	Optional
	

	Optional
	

	Total
	100%


Library

All resources in Argosy University’s online collection are available through the Internet.  The campus librarian will provide students with links, user IDs, and passwords. 
Library Resources:  Argosy University’s core online collection features nearly 21,000 full-text journals and 23,000 electronic books and other content covering all academic subject areas including Business & Economics, Career & General Education, Computers, Engineering & Applied Science, Humanities, Science, Medicine & Allied Health, and Social & Behavior Sciences.  Many titles are directly accessible through the Online Public Access Catalog at http://library.argosy.edu.  Detailed descriptions of online resources are located at http://library.argosy.edu/libweb/resources/.
In addition to online resources, Argosy University’s onsite collections contain a wealth of subject-specific research materials searchable in the Online Public Access Catalog.  Catalog searching is easily limited to individual campus collections.  Alternatively, students can search combined collections of all Argosy University Libraries.  Students are encouraged to seek research and reference assistance from campus librarians.

Information Literacy: Argosy University’s Information Literacy Tutorial was developed to teach students fundamental and transferable research skills. The tutorial consists of five modules where students learn to select sources appropriate for academic-level research, search periodical indexes and search engines, and evaluate and cite information. In the tutorial, students study concepts and practice them through interactions. At the conclusion of each module, they can test their comprehension and receive immediate feedback. Each module takes less than 20 minutes to complete.  Please view the tutorial at http://library.argosy.edu/infolit/ 

Academic Policies

Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism:  In an effort to foster a spirit of honesty and integrity during the learning process, Argosy University requires that the submission of all course assignments represent the original work produced by that student.  All sources must be documented through normal scholarly references/citations and all work must be submitted using the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th Edition (2001). Washington DC: American Psychological Association (APA) format.  Please refer to Appendix A in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th Edition for thesis and paper format.  Students are encouraged to purchase this manual (required in some courses) and become familiar with its content as well as consult the Argosy University catalog for further information regarding academic dishonesty and plagiarism.  

Scholarly writing:  The faculty at Argosy University is dedicated to providing a learning environment that supports scholarly and ethical writing, free from academic dishonesty and plagiarism.  This includes the proper and appropriate referencing of all sources. You may be asked to submit your course assignments through “TurnItIn,” (www.turnitin.com), an online resource established to help educators develop writing/research skills and detect potential cases of academic dishonesty.  TurnItIn compares submitted papers to billions of pages of content and provides a comparison report to your instructor. This comparison detects papers that share common information and duplicative language. 

Americans with Disabilities Act Policy

It is the policy of Argosy University to make reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  If a student with disabilities needs accommodations, the student must notify the Director of Student Services.  Procedures for documenting student disability and the development of reasonable accommodations will be provided to the student upon request.  

Students will be notified by the Director of Student Services when each request for accommodation is approved or denied in writing via a designated form.  To receive accommodation in class, it is the student’s responsibility to present the form (at his or her discretion) to the instructor.  In an effort to protect student privacy, the Department of Student Services will not discuss the accommodation needs of any student with instructors. Faculty may not make accommodations for individuals who have not been approved in this manner.

The Argosy University Statement Regarding Diversity

Argosy University prepares students to serve populations with diverse social, ethnic, economic, and educational experiences. Both

the academic and training curricula are designed to provide an environment in which students can develop the skills and attitudes essential to working with people from a wide range of backgrounds.
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