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PROCEDURES FOR FILING A CHANGE OF STATUS TO F-1 STUDENT STATUS WITH THE UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES



CHANGING YOUR STATUS WHILE IN THE UNITED STATES:

Please consult a reputable immigration attorney to determine if you are eligible to file a change of status application while remaining in the Untied States.

TYPICAL REQUIRED DOCUMENTS/EVIDENCE FOR A CHANGE OF STATUS APPLICATION:

To complete a change of status application with the United States of Citizenship and Immigration Services, you should include the following items with your application:

· USCIS Form I-539 (can be downloaded from USCIS web site- www.uscis.gov –or you may call the USCIS Customer Service Center at 1(800) 375-5283 to request a form.

· USCIS Form I-539 processing fee- $300 USD.  Acceptable forms of payment are either personal check or money order.  DO NOT SEND CASH.  Your check or money order should be made payable to the “United States Citizenship and Immigration Services.” 

· Original I-20 issued from Argosy University - San Francisco Bay Area (please consult International Student Advisor for requirements for obtaining an I-20 form)

· Photocopy of both sides of the I-94 card (white card stapled inside passport) 

· Photocopy of passport pages with current visa and page with your photo

· Copy of financial documents used to obtain Form I-20

· Letter explaining your circumstances and the reason that you are filing a change of status









Mail application and all supporting documents to the following address:


Department of Homeland Security
US Citizenship and Immigration Services 
California Service Center
P.O. Box 10539
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-1053 


Be sure to make a copy of all documents sent with your application.  Do not send any original document besides the original I-20.  

If your change of status application is approved, you will receive a “notice of action” from USCIS as well as the school copy of your I-20 with a valid F-1 visa stamp in the right hand corner.  Please bring all documents to the International Student Official so that a copy can be made for your file.  

Students who apply for a change of status while remaining in the U.S. MUST apply for an F-1 visa at a U.S. consulate abroad if traveling outside the U.S. if you desire travel and re-entry into the U.S.

A CHANGE OF STATUS DOES NOT GIVE YOU AN F-1 STUDENT VISA.  THE VISA CAN ONLY BE OBTAINED THROUGH A U.S. CONSULATE OR EMBASSY ABROAD.

CHANGING YOUR STATUS BY TRAVELING OUTSIDE THE U.S.:

Students may also change their status by leaving the U.S. with a valid I-20 from Argosy University - San Francisco Bay Area, which should be used to apply for the F-1 visa at a U.S. consulate or embassy abroad.  Please be sure that you have a valid I-20 and F-1 visa when attempting to re-enter the United States.

If you have further questions about filing a change of status application, please consult a reputable immigration attorney.  The International Student Advisor is not trained to provide any type of legal advice and cannot answer specific questions about a change of status application.
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